[Review of standards and recommendations for the design of a neonatology unit].
Standards for the design of a neonatology unit are reviewed. The process should begin with a planning team to outline the desired objectives to be achieved, followed by the intervention of a team of architects. Medical considerations, standards and recommendations, as well as architectural considerations (adequate privacy and intimacy, need for social support and communication, flexibility and accessibility) should be taken into account. From the architectural point of view, the greatest problem is the space available; furthermore, if the aim is to personalize the unit for the newborn and family, the need for space will be even greater. The following aspects should be analyzed and integrated into the design of the unit: standards and recommendations regarding space, the site of the unit, area of direct neonatal care, electrical installation, equipment, lighting and noise levels, nursing staff, communication systems, maintenance and refurbishment.